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XI.—Notices of Recent Ornithological Publications. 


1. Anderson on the Birds of the Mergui Archipelago. 

[List of Birds, chiefly from the Mergui Archipelago, collected for the 
Trustees of the Indian Museum. By John Anderson, M.D., LL.D., 
F.R.S. Journ. Linn. Soc. (Zool.) vol. xxi. p. 136.] 

Dr. Anderson gives us a list of the birds of which speci- 
mens were obtained during his expedition to the Mergui 
Archipelago. The islands in which the collections were 
mostly made are King Island, Elphinstone Island, and 
Sullivan Island. As might have been expected, the species 
are nearly wholly the same as those of the adjoining main- 
land, Butreron cappelli being the only one additional to the 
Fauna of Tenasserim. Major Wardlaw Ramsay has revised 
the identifications. 


2. Berlepsch on the Birds of Paraguay. 


[Systematisches Verzeichniss der von Herrn Ricardo Rohde in Para- 
guay gesammelten Vögel. Von Hans von Berlepsch. J.f. O. 1887, 
pp. 1, 113.] 

This excellent memoir is based upon a collection of about 
229 specimens of birds made by Mr. Rohde in Paraguay, 
which are referred to 116 species. Of these, Thamnophilus 
rohdei is described and figured as new, while many important 
critical notes are given upon the identification and nomen- 
clature of the other species. 

As shown in Graf v. Berlepsch’s introductory remarks, 
the study of the birds of Paraguay is of special importance 
to ornithologists as necessary for the accurate identification 
of the birds of that country described by Azara at the 
beginning of the present century; for, although these 
birds were provided with Spanish names only by Azara, upon 
these Spanish names Latin terms were subsequently based 
by Temminck, Vieillot, Lichtenstein, Merrem, and others, 
which have in many cases been subsequently misapplied to 
the representative species of the surrounding countries. A 
careful examination of the Paraguay birds has therefore 
become of primary necessity for the correction of these errors. 
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As regards the 116 species represented in Mr. Rohde’s col- 
lection, we need hardly say that this task has been performed 
by Graf v. Berlepsch in the most satisfactory way. Our 
author also gives us in an Appendix a complete systematic 
list of all the Birds hitherto ascertained to occur in Paraguay, 
which will be found most useful for the identification of the 
remainder of Azara’s species. 


3. Blasius on the Birds of Celebes. 


[Beiträge zur Kenntniss der Vogelfauna von Celebes. III. Von Prof. 
Dr. Wilh. Blasius. Zeitschr. f. d. ges. Ornithol. Jahr. ili. p. 198. | 

In his third contribution to the Bird-fauna of Celebes (cf. 
Ibis, 1887, p. 104), Dr. Blasius gives an account of 15 species, 
of which specimens were contained in several collections for- 
warded by Herr Riedel to the Zoological Museum of the 
Imperial Academy of Sciences of St. Petersburg. There 
were 78 species represented in the collections, but the rest 
of them have been mentioned in Dr. Blasius’s previous paper 
on Riedel’s birds. A complete list of these 78 species is 
added. Two of them, Numenius cyanopus and Nettapus 
pulchellus, are new to the Celebesian Avifauna. 


4. Bryant on the Ornithology of Guadalupe Island. 


[Additions to the Ornithology of Guadalupe Island. By Walter E. 
Bryant. Bull. Californ. Ac. Sci. ii. p. 269.] 

Mr. Bryant .has twice visited Guadalupe in pursuit of 
ornithological studies, and remained on the second occasion 
112 days in this remote island, which lies in the Pacific 
Ocean off the Californian shores, some 220 miles S.W. of 
San Diego. Guadalupe is about 15 miles long, and 5 in 
width at its broadest part. It is of volcanic origin, and at 
its highest point attains a height of 4523 feet. Much of its 
surface is covered with sage-brush, but there are some 
scattered groves of pines, oaks, and other trees. 

The Avifauna of Guadalupe Island was entirely unknown 
until Dr. E. Palmer visited it in 1875 and made the collection 
deseribed by Mr. Ridgway, which contained examples of 8 


Recently published Ornithological Works. 133 


land-birds and 1 water-bird, all the former being peculiar 
to the island and new to science *. 

Mr. Bryant’s researches have added 27 more species to 
the list, so that the Avifauna of Guadalupe now includes 
36 species. But these additional species are, it appears, all 
such as are already known from the adjacent continent, and 
most of them only occasional visitants. 

The endemic birds of Guadalupe Island remain therefore 
8 in number J, all of them representatives of nearly allied 
continental forms, from which they have evidently descended, 
and attained differential characters by isolation. 

Mr. Bryant’s notes are full and interesting, and include 
descriptions of the nesting and eggs of all the endemic 
species except the Pipilo, Thryothorus, and Polyborus. The 
last-named bird, it may be remarked, seems likely to become 
extinct, owing to the unrelenting persecution of it by the 
“ Island Agent.” 


5. Buller’s ‘ Birds of New Zealand? 

[A History of the Birds of New Zealand. By Sir Walter Lawry 
Buller. Part I. July 1887. Folio. London.] 

Sir Walter Buller’s first part of his new History of the Birds 
of New Zealand is now before us. There can be no question 
as to the completencss with which the author treats his 
familiar subject, nor as to the excellence of the illustrations 
prepared by the pencil of Mr. Keulemans. But we are not 
sure that we altogether like the colour-printing, although 
there is no doubt that greater uniformity is thereby attained. 
The following species are figured in Part I. :—Glaucopis 
wilsoni, G. cinerea, Heteralocha acutirostris, Creadion carun- 
culatus, C. cinereus, Turnagra hectori and T. crassirostris. 

* See Mr, Ridgway’s article “Ornithology of Guadaloupe Island, based 


on notes and collections made by Dr. Edward Palmer.” Bull. U.S. Geol. 
& Geogr. Surv. Terr. ii, no. 2. 


+ These are 
1. Polyborus lutosus. 5. Pipilo consobrinus. 
2, Colaptes rufipileus. 6. Salpinctes guadalupensis. 
3. Carpodacus amplus. 7. Thryothorus brevicaudus. 


4. Junco insularis, - 8. Regulus obscurus. 


134 Recently published Ornithological Works. 


6. Carazzi on the Birds of Spezia. 


[Materiali per una Avifauna del Golfo di Spezia e della Val di Magra ; 
del Dott. Davide Carazzi. 8vo. Spezia: 1887.] 

The species observed along the Gulf of Spezia and in the 
Val di Magra are 312 in number; some of them of con- 
siderable rarity ; and it is interesting to find Huspiza mela- 
nocephala recorded from the western side of Italy. This 
little treatise forms a useful addition to the larger works on 
Italian ornithology recently published by Count Salvadori 
and by Professor Giglioli. 


7. Hartert on the Birds of Prussia. 


[ Vorliiufiger Versuch einer Ornis Preussens. Von Ernst Hartert. 
Mittheil. Orn. Vereines Wien, 1887: Separatabdruck.] 

The want of a good list containing full and recent infor- 
mation respecting the birds of North-castern Germany was 
much felt, and is now supplied. The species noticed are 274 
in number, and many interesting details are given as regards 
rarities, and also about the southward extension of the 
breeding-range of such northern birds as Turdus pilaris and 
Carpodacus erythrinus. 


8. ‘Indian Annals and Magazine of Natural Science.’ 


[The Indian Annals and Magazine of Natural Science (an illustrated 
Monthly), conducted by James A. Murray. Vol. I. Nos. 1-3. 8vo. 
Bombay and London: 1887.] 


As regards ornithology, the greater part of the contri- 
butions to these three numbers consists of two long chapters 
by the Editor in a narrative form on the “ Zoology of Beloo- 
chistan and Southern Afghanistan,’ followed by a list of 
twenty-eight species of birds, to be continued. There are 
also several short communications of merely local mterest. 


9. Lucas on the Osteology of Nothura. 


[Notes on the Osteology of the Spotted Tinamon (Nothura maculosa). 
By Frederick A. Lucas. Pr. U.S. N. M. 1887, p. 157.] 


In Nothura the “chain of supraorbital ossicles” so rce- 
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markable in the normal Tinamine skull is entirely lacking, 
and the interorbital portion of the cranium is much con- 
tracted. Also the first three dorsals are fused into one mass, 
and other peculiarities exist. It is unfortunate that Mr. Lucas 
has no skeletons of other forms of Tinamous to aid him in 
his comparisons. 


10. Meyer on the Capercaillie and Black Grouse. 

[Unser Auer-, Rackel- und Birkwild und seine Abarten; von Dr. A. 
B. Meyer. Text, folio; Atlas, Elephant folio (17 plates). Wien: 1887.] 

Dr. Meyer has devoted a folio volume of 96 pages and an 
accompanying larger Atlas with 17 coloured plates to the 
consideration of Tetrao urogallus and T. tetrix and their 
various crosses: tater se, and with allied forms of Grouse. 
The number and variety of these forms is certainly worthy of 
careful study, and is here exhaustively treated of. The 
figures are drawn by Miitzel, and well printed in colours. 


11. Milne-Edwards and Oustalet on the Birds of Grand 
Comoro Island. 

[Observations sur quelques espèces d'oiseaux récemment découvertes 
dans lile de la Grande Comoro. Par MM. Alph. Milne-Edwards et 
E. Oustalet. Ann. Se. Nat. Zool. sér. vii. t. ii. pp. 213-238 (1887).] 

In 1885 M. Humblot brought from the island of Grand 
Comoro an important collection of birds, of which a short 
account was published by the authors of the present paper in 
the ‘ Comptes Rendus’ (Compt. Rend. Ac. Se. 1885, 1. Cl. 
p. 218). A more complete account is now given of this 
collection, and of a second, still larger one, brought by this 
collector from the same island. 

Fourteen specimens are treated of in the present com- 
munication, all of which were described as new by the 
authors in their first paper on this subject in the ‘ Comptes 
Rendus? Two of these are now identified with other species, 
but twelve are regarded as well founded. 

The total number of species of which examples were ob- 
tained by M. Humblot in Grand Comoro was 383. 
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12. Nazarow on the Zoology of the Kirghiz Steppes. 


[Recherches zoologiques des Steppes des Kirguiz. Par P. S. Nazarow, 
avec préface du Dr. M. Menzbier. Bull. Soc. Imp. d. Nat. Moscou, 1887, 
pt. 2, p. 838. ] 

This interesting pamphlet treats of the zoology of the 
country lying to the east of the Ural Mountains, where, 
owing to the prolongation of that range southward, under 
the name of the Mougodschars, it is hardly an exaggeration 
to say that the reindeer looks down upon the tiger; while 
the winter climate is that of Novaya Zemlya, and the mean 
of summer heat exceeds that of Morocco. The remarks on 
the principal birds (identified by Dr. Menzbicr, who writes a 
short preface) are of considerable value; but some of the 
names employed are rather puzzling. Many are unaware that 
Cleptes is a Magpie, and neither Milvus glaucopus nor M. 
glaucopis will be found in the Cat. Birds Brit. Mus. vol. i., 
or in Gray’s Hand-list. 


13. Nicholson on the Birds of the Manchester District. 


[Notes on the Ornithology of the [Manchester] District. By Francis 
Nicholson. Published for the Meeting of the British Association at 
Manchester. Sm. 8yo. 1887.] 

This unpretending little pamphlet is a model of its kind, 
conveying precisely the amount and the class of information 
that visitors to the British Association would require. The 
number of species of birds to be met with in and around that 
smoky manufacturing city is really surprising, and we know 
that the record is true. 


14. < Norfolk and Norwich Naturalists’ Society’s Trans- 
actions.’ 

{Norfolk and Norwich Naturalists’ Society’s Transactions, vol. iv. pt. iii. 
Norwich: 1887.] 

There are several original ornithological papers in this 
Part. Colonel H. W. Feilden gives an account of Com- 
modore A. H. Markham’s voyage to Hudson’s Bay in the 
summer of 1886, with a list of the birds and other objects of 
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zoology obtained. The Rev. H. A. Macpherson writes on 
Hybrid Finches; and Mr. J. H. Gurney, jun., gives an 
account of the periodical movement of Gulls as observed on 
the Norfolk Coast. The most important contribution is un- 
doubtedly the conclusion of the “ List of Norfolk Birds ” by 
Messrs. J. H. Gurney, jun., and T. Southwell, making the 
total of species recorded 288, with information up to the 
latest date possible. 


15. Pelzeln and Madarász on the Pipride. 


[Monographie der Pipridae oder Manakin-Vigel von August yon Pel- 
zeln und Dr. Julius von Madarász unter Mitwirkung von Dr. Ludwig von 
Lorenz. Lief. 1. 4to. Budapest: 1887.] 

The first part of Herr v. Pelzeln and Dr. J. v. Madarasz’s 
Monograph of the Pipridz has now been issued, and con- 
tains figures of the following species :— 


Piprites pileatus. Piprites griseiceps. 
Piprites chloris. Masius chrysopterus. 
Piprites chlorion, Masius coronulatus. 


Piprites tschudii. 


The authors seem to be rather doubtful about Piprites 
tschudii of Cabanis, which appears to have been described 
from a specimen in spirit, and we are not sure that their 
identification of the sexes of P. chlorion is quite correct. 


16. Ridgway’s Manual of North-American Birds. 


[A Manual of North American Birds. By Robert Ridgway. Ilus- 
trated by 464 outline drawings of the generic characters. Philadelphia 
(Lippincott): 1887. 1 vol. large 8vo, 632 pp. ] 

The object of the present volume, as we are told in the 
preface, “is to furnish a convenient manual of North 
American Ornithology, reduced to the smallest compass by 
the omission of everything that is not absolutely necessary 
for determining the character of any given specimen, and 
including, besides the correct nomenclature of each species, 
a statement of its natural habitat and other concomitant 
data.” 

In classification, nomenclature, and numcration Mr. Ridg- 
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way follows the ‘Check-list of North American Birds ’ 
issued in 1886, already well known to all ornithologists, the 
additions to the North-American Avifauna made since the 
issue of that work being interpolated in their proper places. 
Certain extralimital species have been also introduced, but 
these are distinguished by a peculiar type. 

The collections of North-American Birds and Eggs belong- 
ing to the National Museum, which are stated to embrace 
about 86,000 skins and 38,400 eggs, have naturally furnished 
the greater part of the material for this important work, 
which was originally projected by the late Prof. Baird, and 
has now been elaborated and completed by one of his favourite 
pupils, whom he had specially designated for the task. It is 
certain that these splendid collections could not have been 
utilized to a better purpose than for the preparation of such 
a summary of our knowledge of North-American ornitho- 
logy as is now before us. With such antecedents, the work 
will, no doubt, be generally adopted in America as the 
authorized manual of Nearctic Ornithology ; though we can 
hardly believe that the extensive changes which (following 
the Check-lst) it proposes to effect in nomenclature will 
find ready acceptance in other parts of the world. 

The total number of species credited to the Nearctic Avi- 
fauna in the present work is 768, besides numcrous sub- 
species. The generic characters are illustrated in 124 plates 
of a diagrammatic character, which would have been of still 
greater value had it been possible to introduce them into the 
text. 

Four new generic terms are proposed in this work, namely, 
Neofalco for Falco albigularis, Daud., and F. deiroleucus, 
Temm.; Nudlallornis for Tyrannus borealis, Sw.; Burrica for 
Fringilla mexicana, Müll. ; and Chamethlypis for Geothlypis 
poliocephala, Baird. Thirty-nine species and sub-species are 
described for the first time, namely, Ortalis vetula pallidi- 
ventris (Yucatan); Oidemia (Melanetta) stejnegeri (Kamts- 
chatka to Japan); Coccyzus americanus occidentalis; Coc- 
cyzus maynardi; Dryobates villosus maynardi (Bahamas); 
D. scalaris sinalocnsis (Western Mexico); D. arizone frater- 
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culus (South-western Mexico); Juche lawrencei (‘Tres 
Marias) ; Platypsaris insularis (Tres Marias) ; Myiodynastes 
audax insolens (South-eastern Mexico); Myiarchus brachy- 
urus (Nicaragua) ; Aphelocoma californica hypoleuca; A. 
cyanotis (Mexico) ; Corvus corax principalis; C. americanus 
hesperus ; Agelaius pheniceus sonoriensis; A. phæniceus bry- 
anti; Pinicola enucleator kadiaka; Carpodacus mexicanus 
ruberrimus; Plectrophenax nivalis townsendi; Cardinalis 
cardinalis yucatanicus (Yucatan) ; Passerina parellina indt- 
golica (South-western Mexico); P. sumichrasti (Tehuan- 
tepec); P. versicolor pulchra; Piranga flammea (Tres Marias) ; 
Piranga leucoptera latifasciata (Costa Rica and Veragua) ; 
Ptilogonys cinereus molybdophanes (Guatemala); Lanius 
ludovicianus gambeli; Vireo crassirostris flavescens (Bahamas) ; 
Compsothlypis graysoni (Socorro); Geothlypis (Chame- 
thlypis) palpebralis (South-eastern Mexico) ; Thryothorus ma- 
culipectus umbrinus (Guatemala) ; T. maculipectus canobrun- 
neus (Yucatan); Polioptila cerulea cesiogaster (Bahamas) ; 
Columbigallina passerina socorroensis (Socorro) ; Megascops 
hastatus (Western Mexico); Phalenoptilus nuttalli califor- 
nicus; Parus stoneyi and Regulus satrapa aztecus (Mexico). 


17. Ridgway on a new Cotinga. 


[ Description of a new Species of Cotinga from the Pacific coast of Costa 
Rica. By Robert Ridgway, P. U.S. N. M. 1887, p. 1.] 

“ Cotinga ridgwayi, Zeledon, MS.,” is similar in colour to 
C. amabilis, but the seapulars and interscapulars are more ex- 
tensively black centrally, a black line borders the base of the 
upper mandible, there is a black space in front of the eye, 
and the purple patch on the breast is smaller, besides other 
differences. The typical specimens are from Western Costa 
Rica, but the “ Bogotá”? skins in the National Museum of 
the U.S.A. agree in all essential particulars. 


18. Ridgway on a new Spindalis. 


(Description of a new form of Spzndalis from the Bahamas. By Robert 
Ridgway. Pr. U.S. N. M. 1887, p. 3.] 


The form (Spindalis zena townsend?) is from Abaco Island, 
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and has the back either entirely olive or much mixed with 
this colour instead of black as in S. zena. 


19. Ridgway on the female of Carpodectes antoniæ. 


[Description of the adult female of Carpodectes antonie, Zeledon, with 
critical remarks, notes on habits, &e., by José C. Zeledon. By Robert 
Ridgway. Pr. U.S. N. M. 1887, p. 20.] 


The female, now first described, is different from the male. 
Mr. Zeledon, to whose researches this discovery is due, is of 
opinion that the same dissimilarity will be found to exist 
between the sexes of C. nitidus. 


20. Ridgway on a new Porzana. 


[Description of a new Species of Porzana from Costa Rica. By Robert 
Ridgway. “ereU:S. NaM. 1887, p: 111.) 

Porzana alfari is similar to P. albigularis, but has the 
black bars on the flanks much broader. A synopsis of the 
allied species of the group is added. 


21. Ridgway on Ardea wuerdemanni. 


[Notes on Ardea wuerdemanni, Baird. By Robert Ridgway. Pr. U.S. 
N. M. 1887, p. 112.] 

Mr. Ridgway’s notes are based on eight specimens of this 
rare Heron, obtained by Mr. Stuart in December 1886, on 
the Florida Keys. It seems to be “a permanent form, and 
if not a colour-phase of A. occidentalis, to be, probably, a 
distinct species.” 


22. Ridgway on an Arizonan Trogon. 


[ Trogon ambiguus breeding in Arizona. By Robert Ridgway. Pr. U.S. 
N. M. 1887, p. 147.] 

A specimen of Trogon ambiguus in first plumage, received 
by the National Museum from the Huachuca mountains, 
Arizona, seems to prove that this Trogon breeds in that 
locality. ‘The specimen is described. 


23. Ridgway on a new Dendrocolaptine Bird. 


[Description of a new Genus of Dendrocolaptine Bird from the Lower 
Amazon. By Robert Ridgway. Pr. U.S. N. M. 1887, p. 151.] 
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Picolaptes rikeri, Ridgw. (Pr. U.S. N. M. ix. 523), is ele- 
vated to generic rank under the title Berlepschia, Graf v. Ber- 
lepsch having pointed out its “radical differences” from 
Picolaptes, and its near alliance to Pseudocolaptes. 


24. Ridgway on a new Phacellodomus. 


[Description of a new Species of Phacellodomus from Venezuela. By 
Robert Ridgway. Pr. U.S. N. M. 1887, p. 152.] 

Phacellodomus inornatus is a Venezuclan form of Ph. fron- 
talis, distinguished by the want of any tinge of rufous on the 
forehead. 


25. Ridgway on twa new Owls. 


[Description of two new Species of Kaup’s genus Megascops. By Robert 
Ridgway. Pr. U.S. N. M. 1887, p. 267. ] 

The species characterized are M. vermiculatus, from Costa 
Rica (near to Scops nudipes), and M. hastatus, from Mazatlan 
(near to S. brasilianus). 


26. Scully on the Mammals and Birds of Northern Afghan- 
istan. 


[On the Mammals and Birds collected by Captain C. E. Yate, on the 
Afghan Boundary Commission, in Northern Afghanistan. By J. Scully. 
J.A.S. B. vol. lvi. pt. 2, p. 68.] 

The collection made by Capt. Yate consists of examples of 
110 species: one of the most interesting is Sylvia mystacea, 
Ménétr., which was described and figured by Mr. Blanford, 
in his ‘ Zoology of Eastern Persia,’ under the name of Sylvia 
rubescens, and its occurrence on the Murghab and at Mai- 
manah considerably extends its previously known range 
northward and eastward. 


27. Shufeldt on the Skulls of Turkeys. 


[A Critical Comparison of a series of Skulls of the Wild and Domesti- 
cated Turkeys. By R. W. Shufeldt. Journ. Comp. Med. & Surg. July 
1887. ] 
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Dr. Shufeldt has compared a series of skulls of the Wild 
Turkey obtained in New Mexico, and referable to Meleagris 
gallopavo mexicana, with a series of skulls of the domestic 
bird procured at Chicago, and points out their differences. 
The memoir is illustrated by excellent woodcuts, prepared 
from drawings made by the well-known “cunning hand” of 
this naturalist. 


28. Sousa on Birds from Ilha do Principe. 


[Aves da Ilha do Principe colligidas pelo Sr. Francisco Newton. Por 
José Augusto de Sousa. Jorn. Sci. Math. Phys. e Nat. Lishoa, xii. 
p. 42. ] 

Our previous authorities on the Birds of Hha do Principe, 
in the Bight of Benin, are Dohrn (P. Z. S. 1866, p. 321) 
and Keulemans (Ned. Tijdsch. v. d. Dierk. 1865, p. 37-4). 
Sr. F. Newton has lately sent collections from this island to 
the Lisbon Museum, amongst which are examples of five 
specics not mentioned by the above-named authors. Of 
these an account is now given. 


29. Sousa on Birds from Mozambique. 

Lista das Aves de Moçambique (Districto de Cabo Delgado) colligidas 
pelo Sr. Augusto Cardoso, Por José Augusto de Sousa. Jorn. Sci. Math. 
Phys. e Nat. Lisboa, xii. p. 45. ] 

M. de Sousa gives us a list of 12 species, of which spe- 
cimens occur in a sccond collection of birds made by Sr. A. 
Cardoso in the district of Cabo Delgado, Mozambique. Of 
these, Campethera cailliaudi, Sygmodus tricolor, and Fringil- 
laria cabanisi were new to the Lisbon Museum. 


30. Stejneger on Japanese Birds. 


[Review of Japanese Birds. By Leonhard Stejneger. IV. Synopsis of 
the Genus Turdus. V. Ibises, Storks, and Herons. P. U.S. N. M. 1857, 
pp. 4, 271.] 

In Part IV. of his series on the Birds of Japan, Dr. 
Stejneger describes a new Thrush, allied to T. chrysolaus, 
as Turdus jouyi, and gives a synopsis of the Japanese species 
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of the genus. In Part V. he reviews the Ibises, Storks, and 
Herons of Japan. bis propinqua is held to be probably dis- 
tinct from 7. melanocephala. The Platalea (major and minor) 
are discussed. A new Reef-Heron is deseribed as Demiegretta 
ringert (allied to D. jugularis). A new subgenus (Phoy2) is 
proposed for Ardea purpurea. 


31. Stejneger on Hawaiian Birds. 


[Birds of Kauai Island, Hawaiian Archipelago, collected by Mr. Val- 
demar Knudsen, with descriptions of new species. By Leonhard 
Stejneger. Pr. U.S. N. M. 1887, p. 75.] 

We have here an account of the collection of birds formed 
by Mr. V. Knudsen on the island of Kauai, in the Hawaiian 
Archipelago, and sent to the U.S. National Museum. Kauai 
is the most northern of the Sandwich-Island group, and is 
separated from Oahu by a channel 70 miles wide. It is very 
mountainous and well wooded, so that a rich avifauna was to 
be expected. Mr. Knudsen’s collections contain examples 
of 20 species, of which 5 are described as new, namely :— 
Himantopus knudseni, Chasiempis dolei, Pheornis myiadestina, 
Himatione parva, and Oreomyza bairdi. Oreomyza is a new 
genus of Diceidie. Dr. Stejneger also bases two more new 
species of Chasiempis, C. ridgwayt and C. ibidis, on Sclater’s 
figures of C. sandwichensis, published in this Journal in 1885 
(pl. i. figs. 1 and 2). It is quite possible, as Sclater has 
allowed im his article, that the two forms may belong to 
different species and not to sexes of the same species. But 
if such be the case, according to our views, both of them were 
provided with names in the last century by Gmelin*, and we 
sce no justification for giving them new ones. In our opinion 
C. ridgwayi, Steju.=C. sandwichensis (Gm.), and C. ibidis, 
Stejn. (if distinct) = C. maculata (Gm.). Itis a pity that Dr. 
Stejneger, with so much good material before him, should 
think it necessary to manufacture “new species” out of 
other people’s figures without scemg the specimens. At the 
same time we fully acknowledge the great value of the pre- 


* See Sclater’s remarks ‘ Ibis,’ 1885, p. 18. 
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sent contribution towards our knowledge of the Hawaiian 


avifauna. 


32. Stejneger on Palearctic Bullfinches. 


[Notes on the Northern Palearctic Bullfinches. By Leonhard Stejneger, 
Pr. U.S. N. M. 1887, p. 103.] 


Dr. Stejneger considers that it is now “fairly proven ” 
that Pyrrhula cassini, Baird, is the female of the species sub- 
sequently named by Cabanis P. cineracea. He adds a 
synopsis of the other species of Pyrrhula inhabiting the 
northern Palearctic Region, which he names as follows :— 
a) P. pyrrhula (i. ec. P. major, auct.); (2) P. momia 
europea; (3) P. pyrrhula kamtschatica; (4) P. griseiventris ; 
and (5) P. kurilensis. Dr. Stejneger’s remarks on the vexed 
question of P. rosacea will be read with interest. 


33. Stejneger on the Birds of the Commander Islands. 


[Contributions to the Natural History of the Commander Islands. 
No. 7. Revised and Annotated Catalogue of the Birds inhabiting the 
Commander Islands. By Leonhard Stejneger. Pr. U.S. N. M. 1887, 
p. 117.] 

This is a second edition of Dr. Stejneger’s previous paper 
on the same subject (U.S. Nat. Mus. Bull. No. 29), which 
the considerable material lately accumulated has induced him 
to prepare. The present list contains the names of 143 
species, and much additional information on many of them. 
Larus schistisagus is fully discussed, and all doubts as to its 
specific validity are considered to be removed. Philacte 
canagica is an interesting addition to the Avifauna of Bering 
Island. Under the head of Falco rusticolus will be found 
remarks on Hierofalco grebnitzkii of Severtzow. 


34. Stejneger on a new Fruit Pigeon. 


[Description of a new species of Fruit Pigeon (Ianthænas jouyi) from 
the Liu Kiu Islands, Japan. By Leonhard Stejneger. ‘American Na- 
turalist,’ 1887, p. 583.] 

fanthenas jouyi is the representative of I. tanthina of 
Japan, in the Liu Kiu group. 
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35. Townsend’s Field-notes on Californian Zoology. 


fField-notes on the Mammals, Birds, and Reptiles of Northern Cali- 


fornia. By Charles H. Townsend, Pr. U.S. N. M. 1887, p. 159.] 

This paper contains a series of ficld-notes on the birds of 
Northern California by a well-known explorer. About 260 
species are known from California north of the -L0th parallel, 
of which more than 200 were met with by Mr. Townsend 
during his travels in 1883-5, in connexion with the U.S. 
Commission on Fish and Fisheries in California. 


X II.— Letters, Extracts, Notices, &c. 
We have received the following letters addressed to the 


Editors of ‘ The Ibis : ’— 


Northrepps Hall, Norwich, 
Noy. 16, 1887. 


Sirs,—The Norwich Muscum has lately obtained through 
the good offices of Professor Menzbiecr a specimen of Scops 
brucei (Hume), collected in Turkestan by the late Dr. Severt- 
zoff at Utch-Kurgan, a town near the river Syr- Daria. 

Professor Menzbier informs me that the specimen sent 
by him is of the same species as that for which Dr. Cabanis 
proposed the specific name of “ obsoletus ”?” in the Journ. fiir 
Orn, for 1875, p. 126, founded on two specimens im the 
Berlin Museum, one from Bokhara, and the other from 
Syria. 

Mr. Hume’s specific name of “ brucei” having been pub- 
lished in November 1872, has priority. 

Mr. Charles Cross, who resides on the island of Negros, 
in the Philippine group, has lately presented me with some 
birds collected by him on that island, amongst which is an 
adult skin of Polioactus ichthyaétus (Horsf.), a species which 
I believe has not been hitherto recorded from the Philippine 
Islands. 

This specimen, which has been placed in the Norwich 
Museum, was killed near a river on the 6th January, and its 


crop contained fish. 
I am &e., 


“ J. H. Gurney. 
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